
MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


18 Dec 49 


Eric P, Newman 
1930 Boatmens Bank Bldg 
St Louis 
Mi ssouri 


Dear Sir, 


During the course of a recent visit with Mr Philip H 
Chate of Philadelphia he mentioned that you were an ad- 
vanced collector of Confederate States treasury notes and 
had a very nice collection. Therefore I am taking the lib- 
erty of writing you as I like to correspond with advanced 
collectors of this series. I have found that much information 
of mutual value, descriptions of unlisted notes and opportun- 
ities to examine rarities result. 

I correspond regularly with Mr Chase and have been for- 
tunate enough to pay him several personal visits, lie has a 
wonderful collection and is continuing his researches. 

My personal collection consists of about two thousand 
notes at this writing, mostly of the 1861 issue, although of 
course I have a complete type collection, with the exception 
of the ^10 "Essay”, and many varieties of the later issues. 

About six months ago I was fortunate enough to pick up here 
in Washington a copy of ” The Currency of the Confederate 
States of America, Its Issues, Types and Series; with Descrip- 
tive Letter Press" by Raphael P Thian. This is a beautiful 
thing and contains over 300 mounted specimens of notes, inclu- 
ding many rarities and a set of the Chemicograph backs. Only 
two other copies are known to be extant. Chase has one, not as 
complete as mine and the other is in the ^ale University Library. 

I am doing some research at present on several notes. 

Chase number’s, 126 B, 127 B, 202 E, 216 B, 308 C and 408 E. 

Also some of the rarer water marks. I would appreciate your 
answering the Questions on the seperate sheet and returning 
it to me. In return I will be more than glad to give you any 
help I can , or submit for your inspection any items in my 
collection that you may wish to examine. 

I am also very interested in counterfeits of CSA notes 
and have a very large collection of these. Recently I dis- 
covered 3 new ones which Mr Chase is writing an article for 
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the Uumistmat ist on, together with with some he has discover- 
ed, There is much work yet to he done in this field, 

I will he looking forward to hearing from you in regards 
to your collection, incidentally/ if you have any duplicates 
that you wish to dispose of I might use some of them, espec- 
ially interested in: 

Chase Numbers: 101, 102, 104, 107, 109. 110, 112, 113, 118, 

126 A, 126 B, 127 A, 127 B, 130 B, 134, 135, 137, 138, 202 E, 
208, 209, 216 B, • Notes water m^arked ” Five" Ten" "NY" 

"J. Whatman, 1862" and "Hodgkinson & Co etc". Notes hearing 
the hevalidation stamps( Chase, pages 90-91) 

as I am always interested in adding to my collection and re- 
placing inferior specimens. 


Sincerely 


Munitions Board, Nli/IE 
The Penjsagon 
Washington 25 

D.C. 
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Mr, Sidney C, Kerksis 
3103 S, Hayes Street 
Arlington, Virginia 

Dear Mr, Kerksist 



I am only too glad to help anyone doing research, but I jM 

cannot be of very much help to you, I collect everything 
in the way of American circulating medium and was glad 
to assist Mr, Chase in the ' preparation of his article, 

I have all the major types of Confederate issues and am 
miseing only a couple of the State Issues, 


I hardly have any duplicates left which would be of in- 
terest to you, but if at any time you are in St, Louis 
> do not hesitate to call upon mo and I am sure you will 
enjoy seeing my collection. 


The best of luck in your enterprise, and I hope that you 
broaden out substantially In your collecting activities. 

If I can be of service to you on any other questions, do 
not hesitate to write me, ' 

Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/ma 


* V < • . 

1 I 






*■ 
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E . P . U eT^Tiian 
St Louis 
Missouri 

Dear Mr Mewman, 

Your kind letter of the 3rd received and I would 
like to thank you for your kindness, Ti^e information 
given in answer to my questions will he of value to m:e 
in my research. 

I have recently obtained from the Library of Congress 
a photostat of the complete " ■‘Register of Issues of Confed- 
erate States treasury Motes, logether with Tabular Exhibits 
of the Debt, Funded and Unfunded of the Confederate States 
of America, 1861-1865" which is a printed compiliation o^ 
the CSA register. This contains much valuable data and if 
you should have any question regarding any inform.ation 
in this work vill be m:ore than glad to be of help to you, 
Le glad to hear from you further at any time, 


31 C3 South Hayes St 

Arlington 

Virginia 



I 
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Eric P Eewman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc 
315 VKashington Ave 
St Lfouis 
Missouri 

Bear LCr Newman, 

I am taking the liberty of troubling you again for 
some additibnal information regarding some of the rarer 
Confederate issues. 

Some interesting points have come up regarding these 
items and all additional data will be helpful. 1 am espec- 
ially interested in the |1C Essay note, Chase 208. 1 was 

recently fortunate enough to obtain a copy of this note in 
very fine condition. I doubt if over three specimens are 
extant today. 

I am at the present time preparing a " Price List of 
Confederate Preasury Notes” ..hich I hope to have finished 
this spring. I undertook this project at the behest of Mr 
Chase and think that it will fill a much needed gap in the 
existent literature of this subject. It is quite a j ob 
however and requires much time and research. 



31C3 South Hayes St 
Arlington, 

Virginia 



ANA 13063 


' K* 



March 15, 1950 




Mr. Sydney C, Kerksis • 

3103 South Hayes Street 
Arlington, Virginia 

Dear Mr, Kerkslst 

The questionnaire you sent me has been answered and is en- 
closed herewith. 

Curiously enough, I believe I discovered a new variety in 
trying to find the answers to your questions, I find that 
there are two types of Chase 209, 0*1® with lines under each 
of the two places where the numbers are to be inserted and 
one without lines. Perhaps the same situation is true with 
208, My 208 does not have any lines. If yours is numbered 
in red ink there might be lines inserted, 

I also may have an unlisted counterfeit or perhaps a proof 
note of Chase 111 B, I do not understand why a counterfeit 
would be made with the word "for” omitted, but the note 
shows slight deviations in lettering position from the reg- 
ular 111 B, Perhaps there was more than one of such notes 
prepared , 

I hope the foregoing will be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/mw 
£nc , 


I 


3 0 Apr 50 


Dear Mr i^evTinan, 


Please pardon the somewhat delayed acknowledgement of your 
kind letter of March 15th and your ansv/ers to my questionnaire. 

I forwarded your letter to Mr Chase, as it contained inf . rmat^t ion 
of mutual interest and have just gotten it back. 


You have indeed, discovered a new variety in the two Essay 
notes, the ones that are numbered in red ink have the litho- 
grc-phed lines and the un-number ed ones do not. My $20 Essay is 
number 5639, and is the same note used for illustration by 
H.D. Allen in his series of articles on CSA notes in the Mummist- 
raatist, June 1917 - ^’ebruary 1919. My $10 is in extremely fine 
condition and is numbered 5464, 



The specimen of Chase 111 B you describe is a counterfeit 
and was discovered by myself, some few months ago. I have two 
specimens, one unsigned and unnumbered, and the other v/ith 
printed numbers and signatures. This note will be described 
by Mr Chase in the "Mumi stmatist •' soon, along w'ith many other 
unlisted counterfeits, 

T note that on ny questionnaire that you state that your 
specimen of Chase 119 D is numbered 4248, This must be in 
error as only 2289 specimens of each plen of this variety 
(Third S^ies) were issued, I would appreciate your re-checkigg 












If you have any knowledge of what happened to the stock 
of Johnson, the St Louis dealer who died some years aga, I 
would appreciate your advising me, 

I would also' like to have the serial numbers of any 
specimens of the $10C0 and $5C0 Montgomery notes that you may 
have in your collection, I am trying to compile a table of 
all of these known to be extant. 


Will be looking forward to hearing from you at your 
convenience. 


3103 South H^yes St 

Arlington 

Virginia 





May 3 , 1950 


1 


Mr« Sydney C. Kerkeis 
3103 South Hayes Street 
Arlington, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Kerksist 

I made a mistake in telling you that the number of my 
Chase II 9 D was 4248. I find I do not have a II 9 D at 
all and the number I gave you is from II 9 E. 

My |1,000 Montgomery note is No. 44, Plate A, and my 
$500 Montgomery note is No. 72, Plata A. 

The Johnson Estate paper money was disposed of several 
years ago. 

I am always glad to answer your questions. 

Sincerely yours. 


£PNewman/mw 




